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– Langfassung –
Corporate architecture meets corporate culture:

Innovative expansion at DORMA HQ           

Ennepetal. Through its design and the symbolism of its façade, DORMA’s expanded and completely refurbished head office reflects the company’s association with innovative architectural and technical concepts and its corporate identity derived from these ideals. The construction project  - awarded to Cologne architectural practice KSP Engel und Zimmermann following a competitive tender - underlines the representative importance of the site as a regional and economic centre and, through effective integration, provides an excellent showcase for the company’s door-related products and system solutions.

Underlining Ennepetal’s importance as a commercial centre

Following one and a half years of preparation and a construction period of similar duration, the DORMA main administration building in Ennepetal, Germany, was officially inaugurated in the presence of Federal Chancellor Gerhard Schröder and other political, economic and business dignitaries. The decision to modernise and expand the existing office building, built in the 1960s, on the parent site of this internationally active corporation was preceded by a management resolution of principle to specifically commit to its Ennepetal location. “DORMA has its roots here in Ennepetal and will always remain a factor in the region. It was important for me to create, through the new building project, a visible symbol of my personal association with the town and its surroundings,” emphasised company proprietor Karl-Rudolf Mankel, the third generation of entrepreneurs to head this family company founded in 1908.

Competitive tender

The prime objectives in issuing the competitive tender were to create modern office facilities for a total of 150 people in response to the additional spatial requirements imposed by the growth of the company, to utilise the existing structure more effectively, and also in particular to provide a building which clearly underlined the company’s commitment to the Ennepetal site.

Flexible offices and common areas with the emphasis on communication

The existing six-storey reinforced concrete building was stripped down to its carcass and expanded through the addition of two further office storeys plus a roof garden complex housing the company’s new conference facilities. The result was an impressively tailored mix of flexible office units of varying size, equipped with ultra-modern technology and featuring natural ventilation throughout. Atria interlinking the storeys also serve to separate the offices into spatial zones, providing vertical access as well as useful reception and communal areas. They also promote the process of informal communication and the attainment of synergies between various levels of the building.

New storeys suspended from roof struts 

To increase the height of the building and add new storeys, new floor sheets were attached to a girder grid designed to transfer the new loads via highly visible diagonal struts to the two internal columns and the core of the existing building. In static analysis terms, the existing support structure could thus be retained in that it merely needed to be reinforced. The new floor sheets appear to float unsupported over the original punctuated façade, facilitating the provision of light-flooded office areas with panoramic views over the surrounding countryside.

All-encompassing façade creates a single structural entity

In addition, surrounding the spatially integrating girder grid and suspended at roof level, the external façade comprises a glass structure of integral design that envelops the existing carcass plus the nine office storeys and the roof garden. This not only meets the technical requirements relating to aspects such as weatherproofing and sound insulation, but also serves to create a building of unified appearance. 

“Mirror effects, the interchange of light and shade, unusual inward and outward views, and the compositional interplay of the existing grid-pattern façade and smooth glass surfaces effectively counterbalance the bulk and gravity of the new high-rise,” explains architect Michael Zimmermann, co-proprietor of the internationally active KSP Engel und Zimmermann.

Corporate architecture

One of the unique features of the façade design - and, indeed, the entire construction concept - is the corporate identity aspect of the company that has been incorporated in numerous elements of the building. Viewed from a distance, the diagonal struts of the support structure integrated in the roof garden are particularly striking in that, in addition to their static function, they also symbolise the DORMA crown as the company’s logo. This visual impression, which remains irrespective of the direction from which it is viewed, exudes unmistakable symbolism. The effect is further enhanced by the exposed position of the building on a rise, and particularly at night when the struts are illuminated as a glowing landmark visible from afar.

Approaching the building, visitors are struck by the conspicuous angled recess in the façade extending over seven floors on the entrance face, a deliberate representation of an “open door”. And in the alternating ventilation ports integrated in the glass façade itself is an architectural interpretation of the “DORMA door mechanism”, the central design feature of DORMA’s corporate design symbolising the opening and closing action of a door.

Integration of numerous DORMA solutions

Aside from the symbolic visualisation of the “door” motif, the interior of the new corporate HQ also includes an exemplary and varied cross section of products and system solutions from the different DORMA divisions.

DORMA RODAN single-point glass fixings and ties constitute important design and structural elements in the innovative façade. DORMA Universal glass door fittings have also been incorporated throughout all the office and conference rooms, as have OGRO lever handles, door stops and window handles. A KTV Atrium all-glass revolving door at the main entrance leaves the visitor in no doubt as to the company’s capabilities in terms of providing technical convenience of the highest quality. And a time data acquisition terminal from DORMA subsidiary MBB Gelma is also provided as part of an integrated access control and attendance recording system.

The art of architecture pursued with passion

After one and a half years of construction work, architect Barbara Pampe, who as project manager was responsible for erection and completion of the building, is able to look back with no small amount of fulfilment and satisfaction. There were a number of surprising moments – “During the stripping work, we exposed a number of wonderful diagonally arranged joists in the corner offices, which we subsequently retained as visible features” – and exciting moments as well “...the loading analysis relating to the suspended double façade...”

Project data

Competitive tender / Decision July - November 2001

Expansion and conversion work started in November 2002

Completion in July 2004

Ground floor, 7th floor, roof garden conference facilities

Total height 36.40 m

GFA total new 7940 m2
Gross cubage, existing building 20,363 m3
Gross cubage, new building work 31,057 m3
Ennepetal, 14 July, 2004

Press release and further photos available for downloading at www.dorma.com
The DORMA Group 

DORMA is a globally active supplier of door technology systems and products and is world market leader in the door closer and operable partition system segments. It is also the world number two in the supply of automatic door systems. DORMA is subdivided structurally into five divisions: Door Control, Automatic, Glass, Security/Time and Access Control (STA) and Movable Walls. The DORMA Group maintains major production plants in several European countries plus Singapore, Malaysia, China and North and South America. Headquartered in Ennepetal, Germany, the DORMA Group operates on an international scale with 70 wholly-owned companies in 44 different countries. The Group realised sales of €663 million in fiscal 2002/3 (June 30) and has a workforce of around 5,600 employees.
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KSP Engel und Zimmermann architectural partnership

KSP Engel und Zimmermann is one of Germany’s largest architectural partnerships. Five office sites in Braunschweig, Cologne, Frankfurt, Berlin and Munich enhance the company’s effectiveness and flexibility in their national and international project handling and management activities. Strategic alliances in Europe and the Far East have broadened the operational range of the partnership well beyond Germany’s borders. With a wealth of accumulated experience, the projects handled by KSP Engel und Zimmermann are characterised by a high degree of professionalism and exceptional quality in design and implementation. The company works on the basis of intensive and open dialogue at all stages of the project process, combined with a planning approach aligned to the integration of appropriate partners and judicious incorporation of advanced technologies.
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